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“TAKE FAST HOLD OF INSTRUCTION ; LET HER NOT GO: KEEP HER; FOR SHE IS THY Lire.” 
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After some time the officers were very uneasy, 
and J. Stone rode away angry, as though he 
would go to the justice for more power, and the 
meeting continued finely. He staid, I suppose, 
above an hour; when he came again, he had as 
little authority over us as before, for the people 
were so affected and strengthened, that they ven- 
tured to talk boldly to him, and told him it was 
fitter for him to go and search the alehouses, and 
to take notice of drunkards, and bad people, than 
to come thither after that manner to disturb 
such honest people as we were; so he fumed 
about a while, and at last put spurs to his horse 
and rode away, and took all his company with 
him, so we had a precious time, and he had no 
power to stir us. Soon after that, the high con- 
stable died: there were some that day [ saw 


We went sometimes over the Kast More, and | went away after the officers came, but they have 


had meetings at Totly and Dore, where some | been poor ever since. 


where convinced, and near Beechief, where one 
justice Pegg lived, but he never concerned him- 
self to disturb us. Most of our meetings were 
out of doors, but one we bad in the hall, and 
several in a large barn; but one first day we had 
one near Beechief, which wasat the back side of 
a house in a lane, and many came to it. 
Thither came one called a high constable, 
whose name was Jobn Stone, and he brought 
officers, and a company with him on horseback, 
as I was declaring, and the constable charged me 
in the king’s name to keep the king’s peace ; but 
the Lord’s power and presence being with us, I 
held on speaking boldly in the name of the Lord; 


but he sent one of his company, and bade him | away. 


But the Lord hath bless- 
ed the faithful every way, thanks be given to 
him for ever! Thus the Lord was with us from 
day to day, and from place to place, and suffered 
no weapon nor wicked instrument to hurt me 

‘wherever I came, Blessed be his holy name 
for evermore ! 

Another time I went to a meeting at an old 
house near Whitwell Common, and thither the 
officers came, but I declared the whole truth 
amongst them. After a while they went out, as 

‘I thought, to consult what to do, and I heard, 
that one said to the other, “ He speaks almost 
nothing but Scripture ;” and they were not 
willing to disturb us, but after a while they went 

Here the Lord was with us, and gave us 


go fetch me out. The man came and laid his|a good meeting. Praises be given to him for 


hand on me, and trembled, but had not power 
to take me away ; he stoed by a while, I contiu- 
ing my testimony, he left me, and went through 
the meeting without me. When he came to his 
master, he said, Why have you not brought 
him? What answer he made I heard not. 
Then he took out his pen, ink, and alittle book, 
and called toa Friend to assist him ; however, the 
Friend went to him to see what he writ, and he 
said his hand trembled, so that he could not 
write. After I had eased my spirit a little, I 
was silent, and gave way to Henry Jackson, mine 
elder brother, who had good service that day. 





ever! 

In these times I was invited to a meeting not 
far from Newcastle under Lyne, whither I went; 
but when I came there, the house was too little 
for many came to it, and William Yardly was at 
it: so William and I sat down in the house, but. 
the parlor and other rooms were filled with 
people, and there came a man that day from 
Newcastle, who came on purpose to be an in- 
former against that meeting. He went into a 
bye-room that had many people ia with him; 
and the meeting being gathered, I felt the Lord 
with us, and he enabled me to speak, and my 
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voice was shrill, and they that were in the other 
room heard plainly. Now this man that came 
to be an informer took offence at some words 
which I spake, but he was a dark, ignorant fel- 
low, as all informers are, else they would not be 
informers’ to, hurt the Lord’s people for their 
obedience to him. And his offence was so great, 
that he was restless, and disturbed the people 
that were in the room with him; yet he staid 
while William Yardly was declaring to the meet- 
ing : and as I sat silent waiting upon the Lord, 
it pleased him to manifest unto me, that there 
was 2 man in another room that had taken offence 
at some words which I had spoken; and withal 
showed me the words, and I remembered them, 
though no creature had told me a tittle, nor had 
1 seen the man, but I wasso plainly showed it from 
the Lord, that when William Yardly had done, 
I stood up again, and called out to the man, 
saying, “ Whosoever thou art that art offended 
at these words which I repeated, and then spake 
fully to, and opened them, making it appear 
plain and easy to be understood, that the words 
which I spake were words of truth and righteous- 
ness.” And the man heard me, and was satis- 
fied, and got up and went quietly away. 

Soon after the meeting ended, the people that 
were in that room with the man afore-mentioned 
came unto me, and asked me, Who told me? I 
answered them, No man told me. At which 
they wondered how I should know so fully, and 
tell it so plainly; and God had the glory, and 
the man had not power to hurt us, but went his 
way, and I saw him no more. Thus were we 
delivered from the wicked, that they did not gain 
their prey upon the righteous who trusted in 
God, and for this end I write these things, that 
they that fear and love God may put their trust 
in him, and be obedient to him, and valiant for 
his name and truth; and fear not man, whose 


breath is in his nostrils, and is here to-day, and. 


gone to-morrow. 

After this I went to a meeting at Blith again, 
and we met on the highway-side, for the meeting- 
house doors were locked up, and we kept out; 
but the officers watched lest the informers had 
come, and when our meeting was done, and all 
silent, and about to part, the officers stepped to 
us, and went away with us, as though they had 
broken us up; but they took some before a 
justice, and told him the meeting was silent, so 
Friends were not fined, nor the officers blamed ; 
for they took that way on purpose to save them- 
selves and Friends also. 

Now in those times we had many good meet- 
‘ings at Baslow, till at last they cast Hugh Mas- 
land into prison at Derby, and George Ellis and 
Hugh Masland’s wife died ; but one day two men 
came to be informers, and staid the meeting 
quietly, but after went to justice Ayre of High- 
low to inform, and wanted a warrant to distrain 
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upon them, and bid them look to themselves; 
for if he found that they did forswear themselves, 
and that he ever catched them in a lie, or to that 
effect, he would have their ears ; by which the 
were so daunted, that they went away and let if 
fall, and troubled us no more. 

After this the priest of that town grew angry; 
and gave a challenge in writing to dispute with 
me on three points. First, he said there was no 
revelation in these days. Second, that no man 
had the Spiritof God in him in these days, 
Thirdly, that if I‘-had the Spirit of God, I might; 
read in a book he had, which was Greek. And 
set a day and a place to meet on; and when the’ 
day came, I met him in a close of Humphry 
Chapman’s in Baslow (a civil man), and man 
people of divers sorts were there; and when 
had showed the priest’s blindness about revela-. 
tion, he put his k into my hand, and said 
If thou hast the Spirit of God in thee read in 
this book; so 1 took it and held it till he had. 
vaunted and made an oration to the people, and. 
then he would have taken the book from me. 
No, said I, thou gave it to me to read ; first, see 
whether I shall read or no. SoI took my Bible,. 
and read the Scriptures to the people, and show, 
ed them how they spoke quite. contrary to the, 

riest, and the priest quite contrary to the hol 

criptures, which saith, The Spirit of God is 
given to all, but not to all alike; to one was 
given the gift of tongues, to another the inter- 
pretation ; some were gifted for miracles, but not 
all; some do prophecy (preach the Gospel), but; 
the manifestation of the spirit was given to every 
man to profit withal; so I read the plain Scrip- 
ture, but he knew not that it was Scripture, 
but talked against it, till one that stood by 
told-him, it is Scripture, man, so he was sorely. 
despised ; and when he saw that he had plunged. 


himself into a great deal of error, he was silent, 


and. was so manifest, that one Benjamin Ashton, 
the justice’s son, came to him, and took him by, 
the sleeve, and led him quite away, and left me 
with the people, which were many, and a pretty. 
many Baptists, to whom I spoke a while ; so,the 
people staid, all but the man that went away with. 
the priest; and we had good service for God, 
that day, and were comforted, truth prevailed, 
and the people edified, and the Lord’s power was, 
over all. Many talked of this dispute, and the 
priests of the country were offended with this, 
priest for challenging me, and envied me the; 
more for it. 

Now. our meeting at Monyash inereasing,, 
divers. priests up om 





give (alias sell) to the 
and those that will not buy it of him, he useth. 





our goods, But he was displeased and sharp|to make them pay for it, whether they will have, — 








down the country were — 
angry, and very envious, and I and others were: — 
served with sessions and assizes process ; and one, — 
Wilson, the chief priest of our parish of Baker 
well, was to come one first-day to our town, to, — 
ple bread and wine; — 
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and strained of my goods for it, though neither 
I nor my wife ever had any from him. 

Now the meeting was to be at our town that 
day, and the priest ordered one of the church- 
wardens to go early that morning, and call .at 
Ashford, and take the constable with him, to 
one justice Ashton, a moderate peaceable justice, 
one that did much good in his place; the con- 
stable had some private notice, and slipped out 
of the way, but the officer of Monyash went as 
the priest had ordered him, and desired the 
justice to grant him a warrant to break up a meet- 
ing that was to be that day. How’ said the 
justice, a meeting that is to be?’ He would 

thim no warrant fora meeting that is to be; 

how did he know it was to be? Had you seen 
the meeting, I would have granted you a war- 
ratit ; but none will I give you on such account: 
or to this effect, as I was informed : so the officer 
came back without a warrant, yet the priest Wil- 
son came, and after he had done his forenoon’s 
work, and got his dinner, he sends for all the 
officers in the town, and came to our’ meeting, 
and brought his clerk to be informer, for they 
would have broke up our meeting by pulling and 
haling us out by force; but when they had us 
out, they went to fetch more, and we followed 
them in again, and as some were forced’ out, 
others went in again; thas they wearied them- 
selves a while; and then the priest was going 
ways but I being got in again after they had 
hauled me out, my mouth was opened, and when 
the priest heard that I had begun to preach, he 
turned again and stood quiet, and all was still 
till Thad done. Then I spake to the priest be- 
fore the people, and told him, If he took himself 
to be our shepherd, and that we were strayed 
from the flock of Christ; let him make it appear 
that we were in an error, and I would take it 
friendly; but he said, He came not to seek the 
sheep, but wolves, and went away (but left the 
informer at a back window, looking in at:a case- 
ment) and confessed that the Lord was amongst 
us; and we had a precious meeting after they 
were gone, and a Friend went to prayer, and 
praised the Lord, that his presence was with us: 
oan informer went after'this to the Monthly 
Meeting of justices to inform against this meet- 
ing; and we had then the high constable living 
if dur town, one George Dale, who was a loving, 
friendly, moderate man; he was sitting in the 
toom when the priest’s clerk came to inform 
against Friends; he asked him, What he came 
there for? - And the. clerk told him; bat when 
the high constable understood his business, he 
er and put him out of the room, and kept 
‘out, that he-could not inform that day. It 

ed soon after, that this informer went to 

let off his musket, he being also a trained soldier, 
but it burst in pieces, by which he was wounded, 
and narrowly escaped being-killed; aud he con- 








it or no, pay they must ; for he hath sent officers, | féssed after, that he thought it fell to his lot to 
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be so hurt for what he had done to the Quakers, 
and would have done if he could ; so he troubled 
us no more. 

After this I heard, that Wilson, the high 
priest of our parish, went to the justices himself, 
and wanted some course to be taken with the 
Quakers, to put down their meeting ; for he was 
hot against us, but against me above all ; but the 
justices Ayre and Ashton held him off, telling 
him, that they were not willing to have any 
hand in ruining of their neighbors, and desired 
him to take some other way than by informers. 

Now before these things happened, I was in 
great exercise of mind, notwithstandiog which I 
was ———_ given up to.serve the Lord, what- 
ever I suffered for it; in this exercise I was 
brought yery low, being, deeply plunged im my 
epirit, until, at a meeting in my house, it pleas- 
ed the Lord in mercy mightily to break in upon 
me, greatlytendering my spirit to the gladdin 
of my soul ; then were my tears, tears of joy, for 
rejoiced in the Lord, for his mercy endures for 
ever, thanksgivings be given to him, who failed 
me not in this needful time, but supported and 
bore me up in these days of great tribulation ! 

At this time Friends suffered deeply in many 
places both by fines and imprisonments ; also the 
priests in their pulpits raged against truth and 
us. In these perilous days I went up to London 
to the Yearly Meeting, where I was mighty glad 
to see such Cove meetings: The first 1 was at 
was in Gracechurch street, which was so large 
that the court was almost filled ; in this meeting 
the Lord’s power was with me, and I had more 
mind to hear others than to be heard myself; 
for there were many brave men there, who ate 
since gone to their rest. But the power of the 
Lord cume upon me, and at length my mouth 
was opened in the demonstration of the holy 
Spirit, to my great joy. 

In the afternoon [ went to the mecting at the 
Ball and Mouth, which was also large; but be- 
fore I got thither, a woman Friend was declaring; 
her name was Theophila Townsend ; she had a 
living, powerful testimony ; yet, notwithstanding 
that, the bad, rude people about the door despis- 
ed her, and spoke unhandsomely of her; but I 
pressed through them, and got into the gallery, 
and after she had done, then I spoke, and first 
directed my speech to those unruly men, shows 
ing whom the Scripture said should not enter 
into the kingdom of God ; but said, It is like 
you think, God will be better than his word; 
and they were still and silent, for the Lord’s. 
power came over all ; then I turned to the meet> 
ing, and oh ! the streams of life that ran through 
the living that day. 
(To be continued.) 

—_—_———So ; 
Be not offended with any, merely because they 
do not honor thee. 


te 
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THREE MEN AND THREE QUESTIONS. 


There are three questions which men ask 
themselves, according to their education: He 
who has been brought up with a strong convic- 
tion of the importance of conforming to the 
usages of society and the customs of the world, 
inquires, What do others expect of me? He 
who has been taught self respect and to esteem 
his cwn actions, asks, What do I expect from 
myself? The third, who has been educated in 
Christian godliness, exclaims daily, What does 
God expect of me? 

The first makes a man of the world; the 
second the mere moralist; the last alone the 
Christian. 
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presses a strong desire that the family might ° 
duly profit by the counsel imparted to them by 
their dying mother. He says :—‘I am daily 
led to meditate on our great loss, which seems 
every day to be renewed afresh. It has been the » 
closest trial that I ever met with, parting with 
so tender a parent. I see the great necessity 
there is to learn freely to submit, under every 
dispensation of Providence ; for they are all in 
merey and wisdom ; and I can with some de- 
gree of resignation acknowledge He (the Lord) 
giveth, and He taketh away, blessed be His 
name.” 

Oh ! that we might deeply ponder and treasure 
up the many tender advices, which our dearly 


beloved parent dropped amongst us, in the time 
of her confinement, that they may make an im- 
pression on our minds never to be erased, whilst 
>| life and memory remain.” ; 
The following are some expressions of my de- 
ceased mother, Mabel Wigham, in her last ill- 


——————-49>- 


Some account of the rise of the Society of 
Friends*in’ Cornwood, in Northumberland. 
wo in connexion with the family o 

thbert Wigham, the first individual who 
joined it there. nities 
See peed Hem. eye 167) One evening as we were sitting by her, she 
After her return from visiting the meetings in | spoke thus :— 

London, about the 6th month 1779, her health} “ Dear children, above all things be concerned 

became impaired, and a gradual decay took place, | about your souls; and I have no doubt at all but 

so that she was confined for many weeks ; but | your bodies will be sufficiently provided for. Seek 

her strength reviving, she got out to meetings | to lay up treasure in heaven, which is everlasting. 

again for some time, when she had close and deep | Oh ! the great peace and satisfaction which I feel 

service, uniting with other friends in a visit to| in having freely dedicated my youthful days in 

families in her own Monthly Meeting. seeking the Lord, and spending myself freely’ in 
One of her sons, who was her frequent attend- | his service.” 

ant during her last illness, has preserved afew me-| When her disease increased, a removal to 

morandums—extracts from which we hope will| Cornwood, for the benefit of her native air, was 

prove acceptable to the pious reader. She appears | suggested ; on which she remarked ; “ If I was 
to have been deeply concerned for the well-being | there it is likely I might breathe with more 
of her children; some of whom, by their miscon- | freedom; but I have little hope of getting any 
duct, wounded her susceptible mind ; which it was | better. The disorder seems fixed, and cannot be 
thought tended to hasten her dissolution. removed ; nor do 1 feel any desire to live, being 

Such as are called to minister to others in word | now quite weaned from all the near and dear con- 
and doctrine, are likely to feel very acutely when | nexions in life; and I am favored with a com- 
the unguarded movements of their own children | fortableevidence that when the conclusion comes, 
lay waste their religious service ; and give occasion | all will be well. I am at times brought very low, 
to the enemy of truth and godliness to exult, and| and feel close searching seasons, as into every 
to speak reproachfully, corner of my heart; which is in the great love of 

Such young people become cause of offence to | God tomy soul, that I may be the more thorough-; 
the weak and wavering ; and to them undoubted- | ly refined, and fitted for that glorious kingdom, 
ly appertains the woe pronounced by our blessed | into which nothing that is unclean must ever 

Lord, against all such as are an occasion of stum-| enter. I feel an evidence of having faithfully 

bling, or of offence; especially to such as are yet | labored in the discharge of the duty required 

weak in the faith—his little believing children, | of me, whilst I was favored with strength ; the 

his visited ones, however young in years. Oh! | reflection on which is comforting to me in this 

that the offspring of all pious parents would | time of confinement—especially the remembrance 

deeply ponder the weight of guilt which they | of my visit to my friends in Ireland* is accom- 

bring upon their own heads, when, (despising the | panied with great sweetness. 

religious counsel, and faithful warnings which} And I hope you, my dear children, will 
they may have received, and neglecting their} remember my parental labors of love amongst) 
high privileges,) they grieve the Holy Spirit of | you, when I am gathered home, and this body is 

God, wound the minds of their own parents and | laid in the silent grave. You know the many’ 


best friends, and contribute by their example to| times I have been deeply concerned before the 
the spread of ungodliness amongst men. 
The writer of the following memorandums ex- 





* Four years previous, vis., in 1777. 
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Lord, for your welfare and preservation, in things 
that belong to your everlasting peace. IT have 
neither begged riches nor length of days for you, 
but that you may be enriched with God’s love, 
and beautified with his salvation. If my time 
were to be lengthened out a little amongst you, 
(but in this [ have no desire, but am fully 
resigned) there is nothing in this life that would 
give me greatcr pleasure, than to behold my child- 
ren walking in the ever-blessed truth. I am in 
great pain of body. I long to be dissolved, and 
to be with the angels and arch-angels, and the 
spirits of the just made perfect, to join in ever- 
lasting songs of praise.” 

In reference to the journey from Newcastle to 
Cornwood, her son remarks that her mind seemed 
covered with great sweetness and serenity. She 
dropped many heavenly expressions as they went 
along the road, signifying that she was fully 
resigned to the Divine will, whether in life or 
death ; often exhorting them in a very tendering 
manner, to be humbly concerned for their souls’ 
salvation, whilst favoured with health and 
strength ; and in the bloom and prime of their 
lives, saying—“ If this is but your chief concern, 
the Lord will bless and preserve you, as He has 
marvellously blessed and preserved me, through 
the various trials and turnings of time; and he 
will be unto you as a tender Father.” 

In about two weeks she returned to Newcastle, 
satisfied in having seen her relations in Corawood 
once more—saying, “Our meeting and parting 
was in that near affection which cannot be ex- 
pressed. We had several preciously tendering 
opportunities together, after which I felt great 
peace and quietness. Oh! the near communion 
and sweetness which I felt with the spirits of 
those that are gone before ; the like I never before 
experienced so strongly ; and in this sweet com- 
posed frame of mind, I would have freely 
resigned my life—feeling that I was quite re- 
leased from any further engagement; that the 
warfare was nearly accomplished, and as though 
Thad nothing to do but to die. But when I 
looked at the place of interment, where the bodies 
of my dear father, mother, brother, and sister 
were laid, I thought I was not to lay down my 
body amongst them, but was to return to my 
present home. 

After her return from Cornwood, her disorder 
made rapid progress, and wasted her strength ; 
and she was not able to get to meetings again. 
During her confinement, several of her friends 
went to visit her, in which many precious op- 
Po were witnessed to the melting and 

umbling their spirits before the Lord, so that 
they could truly say, the Prince of Peace was 
there. She bore her illness with exemplary for- 
titude and resignation; and, with a cheerful 
composure, she mentioned her dissolution, and 
often said, ‘The way seems clear ; and I have 
no doubt, if the last. conflict was over, but that 
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I shall be admitted to my Master’s rest, and to 
the joy of the Lord.” 

On one occasion, she expressed how painfal it 
was to her maternal feelings, that she could not 
again see some of her absent children ; but that 
the trial had been made easier to her by her will 
being wholly taken away, and that she was satis- 
fied as to the care which was likely to be taken 
of them, by some of her kind friends, who would 
be concerned to impress their tender minds with 
a sense of divine goodness. She charged her hus- 
band and children freely to give her ap into the 
hands of her blessed Redeemer, saying, “‘ I am 
favored with an evidence that I shall be re- 
ceived into some of the mansions in glory.” A 
little before her close, she was heard to pray 
fervently that her children might become the 
children of her Heavenly Father. 


Her son adds—lIt was a melting season to us 
all to behold the conclusion; yet we endeavored 
to keep still and quiet, as had often been her re- 

(quest to us. We were bowed in humble thank- 
‘ fulness to the Almighty, that he was pleased to 
favor her with such an easy passage, which had 
often been her humble petition, that she might 
be favored to draw her last breath in the sense 
of the divine life ; which we have cause to believe 
was fully granted to her. As she lived, so she 
died ; in love, peace, and unity with her brethren. 
Without the least struggle or emotion, she de- 
parted this life, the 9th of the 11th month, 1781, 
and her remains were interred at Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne, the 13th of the same, aged 52,a minister 
twenty-five years.” 


The concluding remarks of her son Thomas, 
who penned the memorandums respecting Mabel 
Wigham’s last illness, denote a tender, sensitive 
frame of mind. 


“ She has now got the weary conflict over, and 
is, beyond doubt, centered in that everlasting 
rest which she so faithfully labored for in her 
day ; where all sorrow ceases, and tears are wiped 
away. She is now gone, and cannot return to 
us again. But Oh! that we may be diligent to 
get our day’s work done in the day time, (agree- 
ably to our blessed Lord’s admonition) that when 
the evening’s close comes, we may be favored 
to meet her again in glory, never more to be 
separated.” 


Thomas Wigham is said to have died in London, 
and is to be distinguished from Thomas Wigham, 
son of Thomas and Dorothy Wigham, of North 
Shields, who was a sea captain, and continued so 
employed till near the commencement of his last 
sickness. He retained a strong attachment to the 
Society of Friends, and to its principles, notwith- 
standing the exposure incident to a sea-faring life. 
He died at Gilsland, in Northumberland, and his 
remains were taken to the family burial ground at 
Cornwood, for interment. There is reason to 
believe that he made a peaceful end. He sailed 
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for many years as captain of one of Solomon 
Chapman’s vessels, of Sunderland. 


——___>~<or—- 
WELL-GOVERNED CHILDREN. 


It is quite a mistake to suppose that children 
love the parents less who maintain a proper au- 
thority over them. On the contrary, they re- 
spect them more. It isa cruel and unnatural 
selfishness that indulges children in a foolish 
and hurtful way. Parents are guides and coun- 
sellors to their children. Asa guide in a foreign 
land, they undertake to pilot them safely through 
the shoals and quicksands of inexperience. If 
the guide allows his followers all the liberty 
they please —if, because they dislike the con- 
straint of the narrow path of safety, he allows 
them to stray into holes and down precipices 
that destroy them, to loiter in woods full of wild 
beasts or Geadly herbs—can he be called a sure 
guide? And is it not the same with our chil- 
dren? They are as yet only in the preface, or, 
as it were, in the first chapter of the book of 
life. We have nearly finished it, or are far 
advanced. We must open the pages for these 
younger minds. If children see that their pa- 
rents act from principle; that they do not find 
fault without reason ; that they do not punish 
because personal offence is taken, but because the 
thing in itself is wrong—if they see that, while 
they are resolutely but affectionately refused what 
is not good for them, there is a willingness to 
oblige them in all innocent matters—they will 
soon appreciate such conduct. If no attention 
is paid to rational wishes; if no allowance is 
made for youthful spirits ; if they are dealt with 
in a hard and unsympathizing manner—the 
proud spirit will rebel, and the meek spirit be 
broken.—Mother’s Magazine. 





Selected for Friends’ Intelligencer. 
“THE SOUND OF A SHAKEN LEAF.” 


Each season has its respective and peculiar 
sounds, well defined and separate. We know 
its coming quite as much by the ear as by the 
eye. Sometimes before the eye can detect any 
symptoms of approach, heralds have proclaimed 
it to the ear. When the reign of winter is bro- 
ken, while yet the east wind lingers, making the 
meadows cheerless and keeping back the flowers, 
it is the singing of the evening frog, or the far- 
up cronc of the returning waterfowl, which first 
assures us that the spring is really near. As 
spring wears on, and glows with all its freshness, 
it is the murmuring of the leaves over our heads, 
as they turn themselves to the sun,—as Bryant 


C The light whisperas their edges meet,”— 
it is the busy hum of the insect, that tells of 
summer reasserting her empire. The cricket 
under your window or at your hearth chirps out 
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the first suspicion you have of autumn, before 
a leaf is yellow or a grape is purple ; while, as 
the eye gazes gnraptured with the full maturity 
of her garniture, it is the “ sound of the shaken 
leaf” that suggests that harvest is passed, and 
summer ended, and wioter again nigh. The 
sharp, shrill cry of the winter wind, as it sweeps 
by your window, or in deeper tone howls down 
your chimney ; the gushing melody of apring-time 
birds; the bees’ coquetting addresses to the 
flowers ; the lowing of the cattle in the summer 
twilight ; the rustling of the corn, the dropping 


.of the nut, the parting song of robin and blue- 


bird in the autumn,—these are sounds distinct 
and peculiar, belonging to no other season, not 
to be confounded with any other. Should ie 
wake from some long sleep, before your eye had 
looked abroad on nature, the ear would tell you 
of the season, through some sound. peculiar tot: 
God bas voiced the seasons as man voices the 
organ. Not only colors and shapes and perfumes 
peculiar to each has he arranged and appointed 
to their places, not only these has he made wel- 
come to man, but sounds also has he clothed 
with meaning, made prophets and interpreters of 
his way. He who has never thought how varied 
are the voices of the seasons, how separate each 
from each, has never looked into one of the vast 
provinces of benevolent design which Nature 
stands ready to unfold. 

The leaf has a spring and a summer, as it has 
an autumn sound. Did you ever notice it? 
When the leaf is tender, and the evening of the 
late May permits you to stand under the stars, 
do you remember how gently the evening breeze 
strays among the leaves, as if fearful, by too rude 
a grasp, of injuring their delicate texture or mar- 
ring their form? It is a soft and gentle mur- 
mur, as the first sweet cooing of an infant’s lips. 
Then when summer comes, and the storm 
marshals his forces and scowls upon the land. 
scape, hark ! how crisp and rugged and bristling 
the response they make to the merciless handling 
of the wind! And in autumn still another tone, 
as of the kissing of dry lips—a parched and life- 
less rustle. And yet another voice have they, 
as they go skipping along the path, or eddy in 
companies about the fences, or lie uneasily in 
beds about the way; and still another, as the 
children passing to and fro to school shuffle them 
with their feet, in thoughtless merriment kiok- 
ing them right and left, or ourselves we scatter 
them before our manly tread or grind them under 
our weighty heel, with asort of pleasure brought 
from childhood, yet with that half-tender melan- 
choly with which manhood always invests the 
coming of theseason. “Thesound of the shaken 
leaf” isto us a sound of some sadness. It is 
the sound of a finished work. It is the em- 
blem.of decay. It is the prophet of change. 

I do not know that there is anything which 
God has made which bears a clearer witness to 
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his-wisdom than the leaf. A seed is dropped 
into the earth, and after a little, two tiny shoots 
are pushed out from it. One strikes downward, 
seeking nourishment from the dark soil about it ; 
the other stretches upward, searching for the air 
and light. This last soon bears a bud, and from 
the bursting bud is born the leaf. Till it hangs 
gorgeous from the autumn bough, or falls with- 
ered to the ground, nay, long after we call it 
dead, it is one of the busy agents of the Almigh- 
ty,—not merely a thing of beauty, leading an 
idle life, but always at work for the good of the 
tree and the safety of man. Leaves are the 
lungs of trees. Through innumerable and al- 
most invisible openings they inhale the air, using 
for the life of the tree the air from which man 
has exhausted all the qualities vital to him, and 
returning to him again air which is wholesome 
for him. If there were no leaves, there could 
be’no human life, as there could be no vegetable 
life; and this may be one of the reasons why 
man was not created until God had made the 
herbs and the grass and the fruit-tree. They 
absorb the carbon which man cannot breathe, and 
farnish in return the oxygen without which he 
cannot exist; so they are among those myriad 
servants that wait on man, of which he takes no 
notice. 

Besides this, the leaf is a drawer of water from 
the atmosphere, through a little canal extending 
from the tip to the base; and the drier the soil, 
and the more need for water from the air, the 
deeper are these canals. From the leaf this 
water passes to the stem, then from branch to 
branch, then to the trunk, whence, by means of 
deep furrows in the bark, it is carried to the 
roots. Nor all this for the plant alone. See 
how man is blessed by it. In one of the Canary 
Islands there are neither springs nor rivers, but 
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palm, capable of covering a family, while the 
leaves of a palm in South America are as 
coverings for houses, and have been known to 
stand, unchanged, for twenty years; nor do I 
think it should be forgotten that the great tri- 
umph of modern architecture was suggested to 
Paxton by the under side of the leaf of the Vie- 
toria regia. 

One who has written well of leaves says: * 
“The innumerable leaves of our forest. and arbor 
trees forma vast summer laboratory, in which 
the great work of plants is incessantly carried 
on, which contributes to an incalculable extent 
to the support and the health of all animal exist- 
ence. They afford another proof of creative de- 
siga. They labor and work for themselves ap- 
parently all the time, but render the earth and 
all life thereon incalculable service. Even when 
they draw up all moisture, they become our 
benefactors. The despised mosses held up their 
little cups to collect the waters of heaven, and 
make most ample return for its bounty. They 
clothe the steep sides of hills, and their dense 
crowd of delicate leaflets attracts and condenses 
the watery vapors constantly floating in the air, 
and thus become the living fountains of many a 
proud stream. The heavy, damp air gathered 
by the woods sinks down as fog or mist when the 
cool evening comes, and rich dew pearls the 
morning meadow and refreshes the field.”’ 


It is a wonderful history, that of the leaf, and 
its benefits to man are without number. It re- 
joices his eye with its beauty, it quenches his 
thirst in the wilderness, it spreads its protection 
over his head, its medicinal qualities repair his 
system and lengthen his life, while the ceaseless 
activity that goes on in its delicate structure 
makes this atmosphere about us so pleasant and 
so safe. Nor in its death is its mission closed ; 


there grows a large, tall tree in the recesses of|for the rich mould of new countries rescued from 


the mountains, called the Saint. It keeps its 
head all night long wrapped up in mists and 
clouds, from which it dispenses its never-ccasing 
moisture in little rivulets, ranning merrily down 
from the leaves. Small reservoirs are built for 


the purpose of catching the water, and thus only 


is the island rendered habitable. So the huge 
cactus of the desert, which is called the vegetable 
Jountain, the rainy plant of Brazil, which drops 
water from the points of its leaves upon the 
parched ground, and the pitcher-plant of South 
America, with its lid to prevent the water from 
evaporating, are among those plants whose leaves 
are for the healing of man’s distress, and make 
existence in his journeys and his rests possible. 
So, too, the various shapes of leaves are not 
merely for the good of the tree, but for the good 
of man. In the northern climates, where man 
cannot live in the open air, where he does not 
need the shade, the leaf is the long, thin, highly 
polished, needle-shaped leaf of the pine; but at 
the equator it is 


the broad leaf of the Ceylon, 


the forests, the fatness of new lands, and the re- 
claiming of lands long exhausted, is largely be- 
cause of the regenerating power of the moulder- 
ing leaf. In the perpetual circuit of influence, 
what more wonderful and benign than thet of 
the leaf? 

And the sound of the shaken leaf has a lesson 
for man, whether it be the sound of the new leaf 
of May, or of the leaf shaken by the wind of 
November. What, in nature, seems, at first 
thought, of so little value asa leaf? You pull 
it off, you crample it, you tread upon it, you 
think nothing of it. A flower you think of. 
That is pleasant for its beauty or its fragrance, 
or it will by and by change into a fruit; and 
that you care for,‘so you think of and protect 
both. And yet we men might better be deprived 
of flowers and fruits than of leaves. They are 


* The quotation and foregoing facts are from a 
book read some years siuce, bearing the title, I think, 
“ Stray Leaves from Nature.” 
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among the least, of man’s friends. And they 
may teach him this salutary lesson. If he has 
the hearing ear and the understanding heart, he 
will hear it in every shaken leaf. No man may 
stand aside, or think that he is to be excused 
from beneficent exertion, because he is of no im- 
portance. That is what men sometimes say, and 
one of the most hopeless things to undertake is 
to make a man work who has got this notion into 
his head. God teaches us by the leaf, as he has 
taught us by his revelation, that it is not the 
great and gifted ones to whom he looks as co- 
laborers with himself. He docs not throw the 
burden upon the men of five talents only, he does 
not ask usury of them alone, but he throws obli- 
gation upon all; no one talent does he allow to 
lie bid useless in a napkin. He makes but few 
t men ; he intrusts but few with five talents. 
he work of the world, aJI its beneficent agen- 
cies, all its kindly charities, are to be carried on 
by the humbler men, who in their aggregate, as 
in the aggregate of the leaves, shall produce a 
mighty result. The voice of the shaken leaf is, 
—God can spare no man from his post. 

The shaken leaf, too, speaks of industry. 
There is no pause to its life, no spare time, no 
wasted energy. From the moment it bursts the 
bud till it drops, it is doing something, and then 
it has a mysterious eternity of activity in the 
ceaseless round of transformation through which 
it still passes. Again, the sound of the shaken 
leaf says to man, It will never do to be idle. 
But its industry is better than this, and its teach- 
ing still higher. Always at work is it, not for 
itself alone, but for man ; and in that wide-spread 
charity teaches, not only that we should always 
labor, but that we should not labor selfishly. 
He understands little the virtue of industry who 
makes his industry subservient only to his own 
selfishness. It is a broad and generous industry 
only that God loves. It is charity of which the 
shaken leaf speaks. 

But the sound of the shaken leaf has just now 
another word. As it drops languidly from its 
place on the bough, or is borne roughly by the 
wind, it seems to say, “Behold! a few days of 
mingled sunlight and storm, a short, bright life, 
not without its cloud, culminating in a brief glo- 
ry, and then the earth whence I came. See in 
me, QO man! the symbol of thy career. Youth 
is thy spring, summer is thy manhood, autumn 
thy old age. Flourish as thou wilt, few and 
fleeting are thy days. Swift upon the steps of 
thy perfected life comes decay. Learn of me 
fidelity to thy sphere and thy duty. Rejoice in 
thy promise and in thy strength; and when the 
hour of departure comes, drop as I drop, after a 
completed task, and pass silently from men, not 
to slumber in the ground, but to take thy place 
anew among the ceaseless energies of another 
sphere.” If that last voice of the shaken leaf 
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among the busiest and best, though in one sense | 


have a saddened tone, it will at any rate havea 
salutary influence. 

The glory of the season is passed. The fresh. 
ness of its beauty is gone. A few more bright 
days, some short lingering of gentler airs, and 
then will come the killing frost; the limbs will 
all be stripped, the skies look cold, and not a 
vestige of beauty remain in those late so brilliant 
leaves, as they lie huddled in corners and be- 
neath hedges. A few more days we shall have 
the sound of the shaken leaf, and then it will 
play no more part in the landscape or in our 
thought, till God. breathe upon the face of na- 
ture anew, and awake the slumbering power of 
shrub and tree, and spread new verdure and 
beauty over the earth. Let us take the lesson 
of fidelity, of industry, of charity, we have re- 
ceived; and though the teacher be dumb and 
vanish, may the lesson abide forever. m¢ 

J. F. W. W. 
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PHILADELPHIA, FIFTH MONTH 26, 1860, 


Philadelphia Yearly Meeting convened on 
7th day 12th of 5th month, by the assembling 
of the meeting of Ministers and Elders. Two 
sittings closed the proceedings, which were har- 
monious and satisfactory. The meeting houses 
in the city usually occupied by Friends, were all 
opened on first day and well attended, and it is 
believed all the meetings for worship were s0- 
lemn and instructive opportunities. 

On 2nd day morning, 14th inst., the meeting 
assembled at the house on Race and Cherry 
Street, about the usual number of men and 
women Friends being present. After a season 
of impressive silence, several communications 
were offered, calling upon those assembled to dwell 
under the influence of that Spirit which can alone 
qualify for usefulness in the church of Christ. No 
offering will be acceptable in the Divine sight 
but that which is prepared by the Master of as- 
semblies. There is a diversity of gifts, but one 
spirit,and our minds must know a state of prayer 
and humble dependance, before we can enter 
rightly into the important business which will 
come before us. We should have no points to 
carry, and nothing in view but the honor of the 
Head of thechurch. While we derive strength and 
encouragement from the sympathies of our breth- 
ren, and from the social intercourse into which 
these annual assemblies introduce us, the crown- 
ing benefit is the mingling of our spirits in the 
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Divine Life; and as we know this we shall feel the 
baptizing power of the Almighty to overshadow 
us. 
“T am the vine, ye are the branches; as 
the branch cannot bear fruit unless it abide in 
the vine, so no more can ye, unless ye abide in 
me.” Ifa man abide not in this vine, he can- 
not be a fruitful branch. 

After the reading of the opening minute, the 
Representatives were called, and the Reports 
from the ten Quarterly Meetings, and the Half- 
Year's Meeting at Fishing Creek, were read. 
Sixteen Representatives were absent, for five of 
whom reasons were assigned, being indisposition 
in themselves or families. Minutes for Friends 
in attendance from other Yearly Meetings were 
then read as follows : 


For Samuel M. Janney, a minister from Goose 
Creek Monthly Meeting, Loudoun County, Vir- 
ginia. 

John Plummer, a minister from Jericho, L. I. 

Andrew Dorland, a minister from Saratoga, 
N. Y. 

Abel A. Hull, a minister from Little Falls, 
Maryland. 

Darlington Hoopes, a minister from Little 
Falls, Maryland. 

Cornelius and Mary Ratcliff, Jonathan Moore 
and Robert Morrison, from Whitewater Monthly 
Meeting, Indiana. 


It was stated that Jesse Hoag, companion of 
8. M. Janney, and Samuel J. Underhill, com- 
panion of John Plummer, were present with the 
unity of their Friends at home, though without 


minutes. Satisfaction was expressed with the 
company of all these Friends. 

A Friend remarked upon the beautiful order 
of our Society, and expressed his belief that as 
we were brought into this order, every thing 
would be done well. He had felt the Divine 
presence to overshadow the meeting, and his 
prayer was that we might keep under its in- 
fluence. 

Epistles from our brethren of New York, Ohio, 
Indiana, Baltimore and Genesee Yearly Meet- 
ings were read, and some interesting remarks 
Were made upon their contents. 

A Friend expressed his thankfulness for the 
privilege of attending the meeting, and had re- 
membered with affectionate interest, some who 
Were necessarily absent from sickness or other 
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causes. He had felt the presence of the Heaven- 
ly Shepherd in our midst. The meeting then 
adjourned. 


Second day Afternoon. A friend adverted 
to the meeting in the morning, and to the sub- 
ject of an hireling ministry, alluded to in one of 
the Epistles. He quoted the expressions of Ad- 
miral Penn to his son William, respecting a 
“plain way of speaking and preaching,” and re- 
commended that we should show by our lives 
and conversation that we were the followers of 
Christ, and preserve among ourselves a living 
Gospel ministry. . 

The representatives reported they were united 
in proposing the names of William Griscom for 
Clerk, and Dillwyn Parrish for Assistant Clerk, 
which being united with by the meeting, they 
were appointed for the present year. 

A Friend brought into view the testimony of 
our dear Master, that “for every idle word that 
men shall speak, they shall be brought into judg- 
ment,” and inculcated the importance of watch- 
fulness, lest we should be brought under condem- 
nation. 

Another Friend alluded to his own experience, 
that suffering is often needful to bring us to the 
place of prayer. He had been shown that if he 
would be faithful, all would be well. It was by 
suffering that we often learned valuable lessons, 
and he encouraged those under this baptism, to 
be willing to bear what was needful for their re- 
finement, without murmuring, assuring them 
from his own experience, that they would: not 
be forsaken, nor permitted to suffer longer than 
was needful. 

Another Friend desired that there might be a 
patient waiting for the Spirit of the Lord to move 
upon our minds till we should hear the voice, as 
it was declared in the morning of creation, “ Let 
there be Light.” 

Minutes for Women Friends in attendance 
were read. 

For Rachel Hicks, a minister from Westbury, 
L. I. For Esther Haviland, a minister from 
Chappaqua Monthly Meeting, N.Y. For Amy 8. 
Quimby, a minister from Chappaqua Monthly 
Meeting, N. Y. 

A committee was appointed to examine and 
settle the Treasurer’s accounts, &c. 

In the report from Philadelphia Quarterly 
Meeting a proposition was forwarded to the 
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¥early Meeting to add a paragraph to the disci- 
‘pline on marriage. 
It provides that when a person who professes 








of the Society, the parties be at liberty to lay 
their proposals before the Monthly Meeting, as in 
cases where both are members, and if, after the 
usual enquiry, no obstruction appears, they may 
be married under the care of Friends, who may 
record the certificate, but such marriage shall con- 
fer no right of membership on the person, or on 
the issue of said marriage. 

Appended to the report from Concord Quarterly 













ed to the meetings of Mivisters and Elders. 

















resulted with much unanimity in referring them 
to the consideration of Committees. Four Friends 


to confer with similar Committees from Women’s 
Yearly Meeting, should such be appointed. 


Third day Morning. A request was made 
that the names of the Representatives absent 
yesterday be again called, and it was found that 
seven were present, and a reason was given for 
the absence of another. 

A Friend called the attention of the meeting to 
one point in the epistle from Baltimore read yester- 
day, which was worthy of more than a passing 
notice—the subject of Charity—reviving the 
testimony of the Apostle Paul. 1 Corinth : Ch 
xiii, v. 1-7. It is impossible all should see alike. 
Opinions are as various as our countenances. He 
would call us to centre to that true charity which 
covers a multitude of faults, and not be intolerant 
of the opinions of others. 
















The meeting then entered upon a consideration 
of the state of Society, and the first Query was 
read with the answers. 

A Friend called attention to this Query, and 
referred to the early history of the Society, and 
the faithfulness of its members, in keeping their 
meetings in the power of God. He thought there 
were evidences among modern Friends of too much 
creaturely activity, and that there was a disposi- 
tion on the part of some to make our meetings. 
more attractive by eloquent discourses. When 
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‘with Friends proposes marriage with a member 


Meeting was a request that the Yearly Meeting 
would alter or explain the second query address- 


Both these propositions elicited considerable 
remark and some difference of sentiment, but 


form each Quarterly Meeting were appointed 
on each of the propositions, with instructions 


-|in the north of England which were held if 












this was permitted ‘to enter, it was like ‘the 
merchandize of Babylon, and would tend to de 
clension. Op 

Another Friend remarked upon the necessity 
of scholars in the school of Christ eyeing thelr 
Master, as the principal in the school. We must 
expect tribulation as our master had testified, 
and he only could enable us to overcome. Hg 
extended the caution that we should not worship 
the gifts instead of the Giver, reviving the 
promise, that ‘to him that overcometh, will] 
grant to sit with me in my kingdon.” 

The importance of an individual examination a 
to the cause of the deficiencies noticed in th 
answers was impressively dwelt upon by a Friend, 
It was important we should enquire “Is it 7 
The fault does not rest altogether on those whe 
neglect the attendance of our meetings. The 
examination should be made by those who take 
a prominent part in the Society, how far they 
are instrumental in producing this deficiency, 
It is only under the influence of the power f 
God that we can hold our meetings to edification, 
or that ministers can exercise their gifts in tht 
promotion of truth. Eloquence is of no avail um 
less it have the holy unction. Without this it will 
be speculation and strange fire offered upon God's 
altar. The concern of the elders should be, 
watch not over ministers merely, but over thé 
whole flock, and encourage those that are weak. 
One or two rightly exercised members may bé 
made instrumental in raising the power in a meee 
ing, even though not aword be spoken. George 
Whitehead gives an account of some meetings 


silence, and from these went forth many minis 
ters of the Gospel. And this was brought about 
by drawing nigh to the fountain of life in theif 
own souls. The young men were affectionately” 
invited to enlist under the banner of the Lamby 
and bear their testimony against all evil. é 

A Friend called attention to the law of nutri 
tion in the world of matter, and believed the 
same law applied to the mind, or spiritual nature, 
and our religious meetings are designed for this” 
purpose. We should bring to these our spirit 
ual gifts,—holy ‘feelings and pure thoughts, amd 
spread them out for the sustenance of all. When 
Jesus had the multitude around him, they needs 
ed nourishment, and when he blessed the provie . 
sion which the little lad brought, the b 
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Joaves and fishes were sufficient to feed the mul. 
titude. He called upon the young to bring what 
they had to our solemn feasts, and be willing to 
dispense it, and though silence should pervade 
the assembly, joy would abound. 


Another Friend alluded to the evidences fur- 
pished by the answers, of a slothful and drowsy 
spirit in our meetings. It is a sorrowful evi- 
dence of a want of spiritual life, and calculated 
to bring discouragement on the young, who may 
be thus led to doubt the efficacy of the profes- 
sion we make. 

Another Friend feared that on a close exami- 
nation we should find ourselves delinquent in ex- 
tending care towards those who neglected this 
important duty of public worship. -He:believed 
if this qualification was sought for, it would be 
farnished, and that when we reported our defi- 
ciencies, there would be an evidence that care 
had been taken. 

Several other Friends were exercised in the 
love of the Gospel to exhort their fellow mem- 
bers to more faithfulness in a discharge of the 
important duties connected with this query. 

The second query and its answers now occu- 
pied the attention of the Meeting. 

A Friend called attention to the fact that one 
or more of the answers state that love and unity 
prevail, while they admit that tale-bearing and 
' detraction are not sufficiently discouraged. Ha 
believed no man could traduce the character of 
his brother and yet be in love and unity with 
him. Another Friend was engaged to point out 
in what true love and unity consisted. It was 
synonymous with charity. 

A Friend called attention to the’ manner in 
which these queries were answered in different 
Monthly Meetings. The object was to place 
superior Meetings in possession of facts as to the 
position of the Society. There was no discipline 
a8 to how these answers should originate. In 
some Monthly Meetings they were prepared by 
Overseers, in others, the duty was assigned to the 
Clerks. He thought the practice should be 
uniform, and that Overseers should faithfully 
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Friend knew of any differences among the mem- 
bers, and was answered in the negative. He 
thought the tendency of such answers was to dis- 
courage, but his intercourse among Friends had 
convinced him that there was cause for encour- 
agement. 

Several Friends united with these remarks, 
and spoke to the same purport. One of these 
remarked that love to God and love to man was 
not ‘a mere abstraction, but a principle. He be- 
lieved that this feeling was wide spread through- 
out this Yearly Meeting, and his heart had been 
gladdened in sitting in the Meetings of Friends 
throughout the country. 

‘He called upon the young to cultivate and 
hold fastthis blessed principle of Divine love. 
They were not called to a set of forms, and to 
abstruse doctrines, but to the light of Truth in 
their own souls. It is only as love declines, that 
there can be a decline in this Society. 

Another Friend called attention to the distine- 
tion between talebearing and detraction. Few 
are guilty of positive and unfounded defamation 
of character, yet manyare in the practice of tale- 
bearing, not intending or supposing that any 
especial evil will result from commenting upon 
the failings of others. Have we a right to're~ 
mark on the faults of others for our own enter- 
tainment? We would not do so in the case of a 
near relative but would rather hide than expose 


‘the faults of such ; the ties which unite us in the 


Divine life should equally deter us from detrac- 
tion, and if we were baptized together we should 
not expose each other’s faults unnecessarily. 

A Friend expressed his sympathy with those 
who ‘from infirmity of age, or feebleness of body, 
were troubled with drowsiness in meetings, and 
would recommend these to do as the disciples 
formerly did in casting out evil spirits,—apply to 
the Master for aid to enable them to overcome. 

Several other Friends were exercised on the 
subject of this query, and in the ministry, after 
which the meeting adjourned. 

Third day afternoon. The meeting proceeded to 
consider the 8d query and answers as contained 


answer, according to the state of the facts. The in the Reports. Many instructive remarks were 


answers sometimes say, “Friends are generally 


clear of tale-bearing,” &c., and that “ when differ-' 


enees arise, endeavors are used to end them.” 
When an answer of this kind came up in his 
Quarterly Mecting, he had inquired whether any 


made on the various subjects embraced in this 
query. 

A Friend from another Yearly Meeting said'he 
had some experience in the work of redemption, 
and felt called to address his young friends, and to 
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recommend them to obey the convictions of of this Query, much to the same import; ang 
duty in little things. -He had been educated in | the meeting then proceeded to the fourth query, 
the fashionable world, and brought up as an Epis-{ One Friend expressed his satisfaction that the 
copalian, yet the Heavenly Father taught him answers to this query indicated some improyg. 
that the religion of Jesus Christ consisted in | ment since last year. 

obedience to the spirit of truth which the Mas-| Then there were 11 venders of spirituogs 
ter testified would lead and guide into all truth. | liquors in our borders, now there are but 7, and 
One of the first requirements made of him was to | these are under care. He called attention tp 
use the plain scripture language. He then lived ‘the fact that answers from all the Quarters say 
among a people unacquainted with Friends, and they are clear of the manufacture and sale ex. 
he found it a great cross, to which he was long un- | cept in seven instances, and yet acknowledge 
faithful, but when he yielded, the reward of sweet themselves not entirely clear of the use of them, 
peace followed. He then felt the requirement | When we use them, are we not encouraging the 
to give up his fashionable coat, and when it sale? He hoped, in future, the answers would 
was worn out he procured a plain one. Now "ome up more clear. A caution was extended by 
he knew it was often said there was no re-| another Friend, that members be careful in 
ligion in cloth, or in the cut of a coat, but there signing licenses, for public houses. In some 
is religion in attending to convictions of duty, ' cases he believed Friends had been used for this 


; : a 
and he wanted to encourage his young friends to purpose, and that their signatures had more in- 


attend to every little intimation, and not to : fluence with the Judges of Courts than other 
reason it away, because it might be a little thing, | citizens. 
for it is in little things that Infinite Goodness! One Friend urged strongly the importance of 
begins with us, and by obedience to these we are | confining ourselves to the use of water, and be 
made rulers over more. lieved we were not safe if we used spirituous 
A Friend was concerned to call the attention | liquors in any form. Farmers were sometimes 
of parents to the responsibilities of their position. | tempted to take some at taverns for the accom 
They had a duty to perform in guarding their | modation received, not reflecting that there were 
children against pernicious publications, which | other ways of compensating the landlord. He 
appear to be on the increase and many of them | believed there was a snare in the use of sweet 
are highly immoral. We should remember that | cider at the season when it is made, and that 
while evil abounds, good much more abounds. | many had been led further by it, and it was 
Our children should be encouraged to cultivate | necessary we should be watchful on every hand. 
a pure taste. No book will compare with the Scrip- | Another Friend stated he had travelled e 
tures of trath asa means of religious improve-|tensively since last Yearly Meeting, and bis 
ment, and it would be found that ourearly Friends | observation confirmed the opinion expressed that 
felt great interest in their contents, and many | intemperance was on the increase in our cougty. 
of them collected their families frequently, and | He cautioned the young against the many dis- 
read to them the Scriptures. guised forms in which liquor is sold, and believed 
The education of no young man is complete, | it to be one of the most powerful engines of 
until he has thoroughly read these invaluable | Satan for the destruction of mankind. 
records. It is in these we find the early history| A number of Friends were exercised upon this 
of our race, and the precepts of the holy Jesus. | important subject until the usual time forat 
There is no danger of their being over-valued in | journment. 
our Society, but rather the contrary. In the| Fourth day Morning.—Several Friends were 
Old Testament are many facts of history | exercised in the ministry, and some remarks were 
not intended for our imitation. The patri-| made on the necessity of brevity, in a largede 
archal transgressions are intended for our| liberative body like the Yearly Meeting. The 
instruction, but in the New Testament is pre- | Church graated liberty of speech, but it is only 
sented to us the value of the spiritual worship | as the Holy Spirit operates upon the mind that 
of God. we can speak to edification. It was believed 
Several other Friends spoke upon the subject | there were many exercised brethren, particulatly 
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enna cr LL 
among the young, who had felt that something | merly when Friends’ had the care of children, 
was required of them, but there was no oppor-| they wete educated in a moderate way, but 
tunity of relieving their minds, because other | times had changed; the system of forcing had 


brethren had occupied so much valuable time. 


The Fifth Query was read and considered. 
’ A Friend was concerned on account of child- 


becoine respectable in the Society to the injury 
of the rising generation. 


Other views were presented upon this deeply 


ren sent from the country being subjected to | interesting subject, when a Friend remarked that 
the temptations of a large city, where they were | it would come up in order, in the answers to the 
too often placed in stores as clerks or apprentices, | Second annual Query. The fifth Query was now 
and boarded at places where their friends had | before the meeting, and its object was to keep 
no opportunity of exercising the needful care at | the subject of the neccessities of Poor Friends 


this critical period of life; for want of this care, 
many had been led to destruction. 

Several Friends expressed their concern at 
the exceptions made in some of the answers, that 
the children of Friends were placed at Boarding 
Schools not under the care of members of our 
Society. 

Children are sometimes sent to school where 
the plain language is never spoken, they seldom 
go to meetings, and receive their instruction from 
hireling ministers. 

A Friend alluded to the pernicious publica- 
tions which are so freely offered for sale ; many 
of them immoral in their tendency and called 
upon the young men, as they valued their own 
peace of mind, to turn from theseas from a viper 
in their path. 

A Friend called attention to the School Corpo- 
ration, who had in charge a large amount of 
funds left by benevolent individuals, to educate 
the children of the Society of Friends. He 
thought Friends of Philadelphia, who were 
capable of doing so, should take it into con- 
sideration. It was stated by another Friend, 
that the fund is now under the control of the 
other branch of the Society. 

Some further remarks were made on the im- 
propriety of placing our children at schools 
where our principles are not inculcated, and a 
hope was expressed that we should encourage 
institutions in our own Yearly Meeting, taught 
by concerned members of our Society. 

A Friend believed the foundation of this diffi- 
culty is in the institution of public schools, to 
which some of our members are compelled to 
send their children. Large Committees have 
been appointed on this subject in this Yearly 
Meeting, but no way has yet opened for relief. 
He feared the forcing system now so common 
in our city schools was disastrous to health. For- 


before us, that we might extend a hand of help. 
It was an important matter to assist such in 
business they were capable of, and he. hoped 
Friends that had the means, would be liberal in 
this respect. 


To be concluded next week. 


—_——-~<0r— _____ 


Disp, At East Hamburg, N. Y., on the 27th of 2nd 
month, 1860, Loranta, wife of Daniel Freeman, in the 
62nd year of her age. The deceased was formerly a 
member of Saratoga Monthly Meeting. 

——, At Quakertown, Hunterdon County, New 
Jersey, the first-day of fourth month last, Rssecca H. 
Vai, the youngest daughter of Abram ‘R. and Jane 
D. Vail, aged one year and two months. 

Diep, 2nd mo. 6th, 1860, Exaza T. Haren, wife of 
George P. Harlen, a member of Kennett Monthly 
Meeting. 


——, Of consumption of the lungs, 3rd mo. 5th, 
1860, Ezra MarsHa.t, a member of Kennett Monthly 
Meeting. 


——._, On 4th mo. 16th, 1860, Many Marsnatt, wife 
of Humphrey Marshall, a member of Kennett Montbly 
Meeting. 


For Friends’ Intelligencer. 


The Philadelphia Yearly Meeting of Women 
Friends closed on the 18th inst. Although fall 
extracts of the proceedings will doubtless be 

iven a brief sketch of some of the exercises may 
Be acceptable to the readers of the Intelligencer. 

The attendance was remarkably large and 
throughout the sittings, the meeting was marked 
by a prevalence of love and condescension. 

During the week there were exhortations ad- 
dressed to the different classes of Society, especial- 
ly to the young, counselling them to watchfal- 
ness and diligent attention to the several testi- 
monies introduced by the queries. To the 
maintenance of religious meetings they were 
affectionately invited; at the same time they 
were admonished that worship was not confined 
to these, but consists in every act of obedience to 
the inward voice. The power of these testimonies 
to advance the cause of truth, was vividly brought 
into view. Temperance in entertainments, 
moderation in dress and other expenditures was. 
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urged upon them, and the deep responsibilities; At the last sitting a touching appeal was made 


which their privileges involve presented to their 
notice in a forcible manner. 

The interest in education appears to increase, 
and an inquiry into the exact state of schools in 
each constituent meeting enjoined to be made 
the ensuing year, in order that neighborhood 
schools may be such as were designed by Friends, 
when, in the early settlement of this country, they 
placed a school-house wherever they built a 
meeting-house. Believing that the most lasting 
impressions are made in childhood, they were 
advised to give particular attention to the educa- 
tion of their ittle children, and not to consider 
their culture in later years as of more importance 
than their early instructions. 

The answers to the sixth query give evidence 
that an increasing number of the members con- 
sider the produce of slave labor as fraudulently 

. Obtained ; the Society, however, was reminded 
that this acknowledgement will avail nothing, if 
Friends remain content with the mere recogni- 
tion:of shortcoming in this respect. The inesti- 
mable importance of discouraging the spirit of 
war in the maintenance of the testimony against 
slavery was strongly advocated, and it was urged 
tliat in. the present condition of the country it 
is peculiarly essential to remain steadfast to the 
principle of peace. 

Sympathy was also called forth for the Abori- 
gines of this country, and desires were expressed 
that the members may not feel released from an 
interest in their welfare, from the fact that they 
ate no longer under the care of this Yearly 
Meeting. 

The indulgence in imaginative reading to the 
destruction of a healthful intellectual taste was 
earnestly condemned, and whilst the mind re- 
quires variety of food, such a selection of books 
was recommended as would assist in the forma- 
tion of correct thought. Those who have felt it 
right to refrain from pernicious works, were en- 
couraged to cultivate that honesty which would 
make*them willing to appear ignorant of their 
contents, when such are alluded to in conversa 
tion: The indiscriminate reading of newspapers 
was censured, and the sentiment enforced that 
care should be taken to “avert our eyes” from 
the harrowing and demoralizing details of crime 
which are now frequently found in their columns. 

True Christian love was contrasted with that 
sectarian love which for lack of conformity pres- 
cribes tortures and death, which invited Mary 
Dyer to: recant, and then punished her faithful 
adherence to her’ principles by death upon the 
scaffold. 

Reference ‘was made to the purifying power of 
affliction, and the simile was introduced: that 
different ores require different degrees of heat to 
purify: them from dross. “The Lord: loveth 
whom he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son 
whom:he receiveth.” 
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to the members to extend their sympathies tg 
those of the community who are condemned 
suffer the death penalty, and encouragement wag 
offered to those who are called to the work, t | 
be faithful in pleading with the powers that te — 
for the abolition of this law. By these remarks: 
the meeting was introduced into a state of d 
feeling upon the subject, and a recoguition I 
its vast importance. 

Under this solemn covering after the readi 
of an interesting memorial of Elihu Bernard, the 
meeting closed. 


—_——> <0 


HORIZONTAL WELLS. 

















Why not, in hilly and. mountainous regions, 
have all our wells fountains, by digging them 
into the hillsides? Mining after coal in Peng. 
sylvania and gold in California has clearly illus. 
trated the fact that wells may be dug into hilk 
sides, or banks, or bluffs, as well level or horizon 
tally, as down perpendicularly, so that. every 
unlucky thing falling into the water becomesa. 
portion of the contents of the well. Very many 
of the dairy farm houses in the Empire State may 
be supplied with water from the hill by meansof 
the artificial.fountains we are describing, Algo 
dry pastures may have such wells, and the water 
gathered in a trough as naturally as if it hed 
always flowed there. 

Much dangerous and severe labor may also’be’ 
saved ia drawing the dirt by windlass from the 
well. Water, so very troublesome in common) 
wells, has not to be bailed in the horizontal, asit 
takes care of itself. The certainty of discovery, 
or cutting off veins of water, is greater with 
horizontal well than with the perpendicular, ifit 
starts in near the base of a hill, or anywhere as 
much below the surface as a common shaft would 
be ‘likely to be sunk. 

How much labor and cost in bringing springs 
in logs or pipes from distant fields, and in the 
end only having secured semi-cold water of not 
half the value for the dairy it had at its source, 
might have been saved by a trial of the horizon- 
tal well. The California Farmer endorses their 
efficiency, and urges farmers to construct them 
when practicable. The construction is simple 
and hardly need be described. When the loca 
tion is chosen, let it be so that the course of the 
well may rise a-few inches as it progresses, 
that the water, instead of running in, may rua 
out.. If it should be sandy or gravelly and the 
arch incline to fall, plank must be used to sup 
port it. The labor can. be: performed in a wet? 


time or in winter, as. the water runs away from 
instead. of into. the work. The dirt is easily 
removed with a wheelbarrow. The stoning may 
be with an arch in dimensions sufficient for the’ 
entrance of a man, or-only a drain or gutter t0- 
conduct the water.—Moure’s Rural New. Yorkers 





























EXTRAOT. 


Our little lires are kept in equipoise 


By opposite attractions and desires, 


The stroggle of the instinct that enjoys, 
And the more noble instinct that aspires. 


The perturbations, the perpetual jar 


Of earthly wants and aspirations high, 


Come from the influence of an unseen star, 


An undiscovered planet in our sky. 


And as the moon, from some dark gate of cloud, 
Throws o’er the sea a floating bridge of light, 
Across whose trembling planks our fancies crowd, 


Into the realm of mystery and night ; 


So from the world of spirits there descends 

A bridge of light, connecting it with this, 

O’er whose unsteady floor, that sways and bends, 
Wander our thoughts above the dark abyss. 


Op 


WORK TO-DAY. 
BY SAMUEL M’NUTT. 


' Let us now be up and doing, 


Let us work while it is day ; 
Soon the shades of night shall gather 
O’er our dim receding way. 
Ere the silver cord is broken, 
And our feeble life is o’er, 
Let us work to-day in earnest, 
For to-day shall come no more. 


Our few years are swiftly passing, 
And our hearts are growing old; 
Voices of the ages tell us, 
Life has labors manifold. 
Here to each of us is given 
Work on earth’s wide harvest plain ; 
Work that we to-day must finish, 
For to-day comes not again. 


Gird thee for the task, my brother, 
Firmly meet the toil and strife ; 

It is death to sleep or waver 

' On the battle-field of life. 

Raise thy faint and erring brother, 
Guide him in the path of right ; 

Let thy kindness cheer the weary ; 
Guard the friendless in thy might. 


Life is not the time for slumber ; 
Hate and danger mar the road ; 
Men yet dwell in sin and darkness, 
In the vineyard of thy God. 
Lift thy voice to wandering mortals, 
Speak the truth that all may hear; 
Nobly combat wrong and error, 
Firm in purpose, without fear. 


God is o’er thee | Truth is mighty— 
Faith and love are wqndrous strong; 
Songs of triumph wait on labor, 
All high deeds to her belong. 
Nature works! True life is action: 
Brother, wield this god-like power ; 
Live and act to-day in earnest, 
Act and live thy little hour. 


———- +o -——- 


ITEMS OF NEWS. 


Exctaxp.—The Great Eastern is advertised to. sail 
from _penthamptee for New York on the 9th of next 
mon 


The reform bill has passed its second reading in the 
House of Commons, without a division. 
France.—Accounts from the Red Sea of a-recent 
dste (says the Journal.du Havre) states that Capt. de 
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Russell, of the Freach navy, had signed at Gondar 
with the King of Abyssinia a treaty of commerce and 
friendship very advantageous for France. 


Tue Japangse.—The Japanese Embassy paid a visit 
to. the President on the 17th inst. The chief Prince 
was arrayed in a rich brocade, purple silk sack, with 
ample overbanging sleeves, and flowing trowsers of 
the same color. The other two dignitaries were in 
green of a similar texture and f:shion. They wore 
caps like ladies’ inverted cabas, fastened on the 
crown of the head by strings passing under the chin. 
They carried pikes, hatberds, ard emblems of their 
rank. The inferior officers wore small hats with a 
round band, and triangular crowns. 

The folding doors of the White House were opened 
at noon, when the President of the United States enter- 
ed, aecompanied by his Cabinet officers, and they took 
& position op the east and facing the west. 

Secretary Cass presented the Japanese Commission- 
ers and their attendants, who made several profound 
bows as they approached the President and his Cabinet. 

Then one of the Japanese opened a series of paper 
boxes, one within another, and produced several letters 
which were handed to the President, and by tim to 
Mr. Cass. 

The principal Ambassador of the Japanese then ad- 
dressed the President as follows: 

Tue Japanese Appress.—His Majesty, the Tycoon, 
has commanded us that we respectfully express to 
His Majesty the President of the United States, in his | 
name, as follows: 

Desiring to establish, on a firm and lasting founda- 
tion, the relations of peace and commerce so happily 
existing between the two countries, that lately the 
plenipotentiaries of both countries have negotiated and 
concluded a treaty, now he has ordered us to exchange 
the ratification of the treaty in your principal city of 
Washington. Henceférth, he hopes that the friendly 
relations shall be held more and more lasting, and be 
very happy to have your friendly feeling. That you 
have brought us to the United States and will send us 
back to Japan in your man-of-war. 

Having delivered their message they retired, bowing 
to the President and Cabinet repeatedly in leaving 
their presence. 

They soon, however, returned, bowing profoundly, 
as before, when the President addressed them as fol- 
lows—Mr. Portman interpreting to the Japanese 
interpreter, and the latter commnicating with the 
principal envoy : 

The demeanor of the Japanese were exceedingly 
grave and solemn. Their appearance contrasted 
strangely, but impressively, with that of the deeply 
interested spectators. During the entire ceremony, 
whenever the eyes of a Japanese official were raised 
from the ground, they were directed to the President, 
and to his countenance only. So rigidly was this 
practice observed, that it seemed that no one of the 
Japanese could have seen the countenances of those 
surrounding them, excepting those of the few distin- 
guished gentlemen to whom they were introduced, 

Stavery.—It is said that when the officers of the 
Wildfire left. the coast there were fourteen American 
vessels waiting for cargoes of negroes. The barque 
Williams left eight days before her, with 750 on board. 
Two Spanish armed steamers were also waiting at.the 
Congo river for cargoes of 1500 negroes each, bound 
for Cuba. : 

AmERICAN TRAVELLERS IN Evropr.—We are inform- 
ed that daring the three years of Mr. Buchanan’s ad- 
ministration, the Department of State has issued about 
eighteen thousand passports to citizens desiring to 
travel in foreign parts. This number does not repre- 
sent the whole number of travellers, because a man 
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a 
\HESTERFIELD BOARDING SCHOOL FOR 

; YOUNG MEN AND BOYS.—The summer ge. 
sion of this institution will commence on the 21gt of 
5th mo., and continue twenty weeks. : 

Terms $70 per session, one half payable in advance, 
the other in the middle of the sess'on. No extrm. 
charges. For further particulars, address ; 

HERNY W. BIDGWay, 

Crosswicks, Burlington Co., N. J. 

4 mo. 21st, 1860—3m. 

ONDON GKkOVE BOARDING SCHOOL FOR 

YOUNG MEN AND BOYS—It is intended t 

commence the next session of this Institution on the 
30th of 4th- month next. The course of instructigg 
will be extensive and thorough. Terms, 60 dollamy: 
per session of 5 months; no extras except for th 
Greek and Latin languages, which will be five dollag 
each. For reference and further particulars, enquitg 
for circulars of 





















takes only one passport for himself and his wife and 
children; it would be safe to say that at least 
eighty thousand people go annually from the United 
States to Europe. Mo-t of them are persons who have 
money in abundance, and who expend it quite freely. 


Rusata bas found a commercial opening for her 
stores of ice. A line of vessels on the Caspian now 
carry that commodity to the port of Bender Buschir, 
to the great refreshment of all Persia. 


An Icgr-Storm.—On the 20th ult. some parts of Kan- 
sas were visited by a terrible storm of ice; the emall- 
est of the pieces had the size of a hen’segg, and many 
were as large as a quart bowl: Several ice-balls of 
prodigious weight were picked up, one weighing a 
pound and a half. Quite a number of persons were 
severely injured, and live stock was killed; some of the 
hail-stones pierced the roofs of the houses. 

During the latter part of the afternoon of that day, 
rumblings of distant thunder were heard, giving warn- 
ing that a storm was approaching, and at about six 
o'clock dark clouds began to gather in the west. The 
clouds increased in magnitude till within one half 
hour of suoset, when slight drops of rain began to 
descend. At this juncture the most magnificent, yet 
fearfally portentous, scene burst upon the view that 
the human eye’ could possibly bebold. The heavens 
seemed to be enveloped in a mantle of complete dark- 
ness, with the exception of a small space in the 
vicinity of the sun, and though the sun was in full 
view, yet it afforded no light, and it was as dark in 
town as a moonless midnight. We hardly know how 
to describle the appearance of the sun at that time, 
unless it might be said to resemble one of its rays 


when peering through the knot hole of a dark closet. 
—Neosho Valley Register. 





BENJAMIN SWAYNE, Principal, 
3d mo 31 London Grove P. U. Chester Co. Pa, 
ee 


URCHASERS are requested to call at the Cabing 
ware-rooms of SCHOTT & HEACOCK, No. 1@ 
North 9th Street. 

Spring and Hair Mattresses made to order, repait. 
ing, varnishing, upholstering, &c., &c. Moving 
promptly attended to. Furniture cars to hire. 

3d mo. 17—3m, 


HARON FEMALE SEMINARY.—This Seminary 
located ia a pleasant and healtby situation, om 
mile from the village of Darby, in Delaware cou 
Penna., and six miles from Philadelphia; betwee 
which places there isan hourly communication by 
passenger railway in winter, and half hourly in sum 
mer. It was for many years in successful operation 
under the charge of John and Rachael T. Jackson, by 
whom it was founded, but having been closed sinc 
the decease of the former, will be re-opened for the 
reception of pupils on the 21st of 5th month, 1860, and 
continue in session for twenty weeks, when a vacation 
will occur until the 19th of the 11th month, at whiel 
time the second term of the sckool year will comment, 
COURSE OF TUITION.—The course of tui 
embraces all the elementary and higher branches off 
liberal English education, and also the Latin, Fr 
and German languages, and drawing. Those wit 
wish to qualify themselves for teachers will rea 
particular at'eution in such branches as they may 








THE PHILADELPHIA MARKETS. 


Fiovur AnD Meau.—The Flour market is dull; there 
is little shipping demand. Sales to the trade at $5 75. 
Small sales of superfine and extra at $6, and at 5 50, 
a 7 50 for extra family and fancy brands. Rye Flour 
and Corn Meal are steady. The former is selling in 
lets at $4 12, and the latter $3 50. 


Grain.—The supply of Wheat is fair, but the demand 
is light. We quote good and prime red at $1 35 a 
1 45 per bushel, and small sales of white at $1 60, 
aflout. Rye is worth 88c for Pennsylvania. Corn— 
prime quality is in light supply, with sales at 75 a 76c., 
afloat, and some damaged at 72 a 73 cents. Oates are 
in fair request at 44 a 44}c for Delaware, and 45 a 45}c 
for Pennsylvania. 


Cioversrep of prime quality sells at $4 50 a 4 75 


per 64 pounds. Lastsales of Timothy at $3 87. Flax- 
seed sells on arrival at $1 62 per bushel. 






needle work. Superior facilities for the acquirem 


versation with a native French teacber, resident #& 
the school. ry 
Circulars containing a full description of the sch 
building, terms, and other detuils of the institut 
will be furnished on application to the subscrit 
Darby P. 0., Delaware county, Penna. 
ISRAEL J. GRAHAME 





j OORESTOWN BOARDING SCHOOL FOR GIRLS. 
M —This school will continue in Session until 7th 
of 7th month, and re-open the lst of 10th month next. 
For Cireulars containing full information in regard to 
the school, course of study, &c., apply to 
MARY S. LIPPINCOTT, Proprietor, 
Moorestown P. O., Burlington Co., N. J. 
4th mo. 22d, 1860. 


REFERENCES. 


land. 


LDRIDGE’S HILL BOARDING SCHOOL FOR THE 

EDUCATION UF YOUTH OF BOTH SEXES.— 
The Summer Term of this Institution will commence 
22d of 5th month. 


For particulars, address the Principal for a Circular, 
ALLEN FLITOCRAFT, 


Eldridge’s Hill, Salem. County, N. J. 
4th mo 7, 2m. 


rish, Rachel T. Jackson, Jane Johnson, Tacy R. F 
coast. 


Baltimore.—Nathan Tyson, Richard Plummer, & 


George Harris, M. D., Gerard H. Reese, Cushingt 
Bailey. ‘ 








sireto pursue. The pupils will also be instroctedia” 


of the French language will be afforded, in daily com 


‘ 
JANE P. GRAHAME, - bp vincipale. 
Brooklyn, New York.—Richard Field, James Hi eo 


Philadelphia.— Thos. B. Longstreth, Charles Bie, 
Dillwyn Parrish, Joseph C. Turnpenny, Edward Pare 


ward H. Stabler, J. Saurin Norris, Samuel Townse ; 


Merrihew & Thompson, Printers, Lodge st., N. side Penns’ BaBk 





~“eg 


